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Woodstock-street, near Hanover-square, and afterwards in Castlc-strcct, near Cavendish-square. As there is something pleasingly interesting, to many, in tracing so great a man through all his different habitations, I shall, before this work is concluded, present my readers with an exact list of his lodgings and houses, in order of time, which, in placid condescension to my respectful curiosity, he one evening dictated to me1, but without specifying how long he lived at each. In the progress of his life I shall have occasion to mention some of them as connected with particular incidents, or with the writing of particular parts of his works. To some, this minute attention may appear trifling ; but when we consider the punctilious exactness with which the different houses in which Milton resided have been traced by the writers of his life, a similar enthusiasm may be pardoned in the biographer of Johnson.
His tragedy being by this time, as he thought, completely finished and fit for the stage, he was vcr.y desirous that it should be brought forward. Mr. Peter Garrick told me, that Johnson • and he went together to the Fountain tavern, and read it over, and that he afterwards solicited Mr. Flcctwood, the patentee of Drury-lanc theatre, to have it acted at his house ; but Mr. Fleet-wood would not accept it, probably because it was not patrouixed by some man of high rank2; and it was not acted till 1749, when his friend David Garrick was manager of that theatre.
The Geutkmaiis Magazine, begun and carried on by Mr, Edward Cave, under the name of SYLVANUS UlUiAN;!, had attracted the notice and esteem of Johnson, in an eminent degree, before he came to London as an adventurer in literature. He told me, that when he first saw St. John's Gate, the place
r Secflast, Oct. 10, 1779.
3 Ho could scarcely have solicited a worse manager. Horace Walpole, writing in 17^(Letters, i. 332) says : 'The town has been trying all this winter to beat pantomimes off the stage very boisterously. Fleetwood, the master of Drury - Lane, has omitted nothing to support them as they supported his house. About ten days ago, he let into the pit great numbers of Bear-garden bruisers
(that is the term) to knock clown everybody that hissed. The pit rallied their forces and drove them out.'
3 It was not till volume v. that Cave's name w.is given on the title-page. In volumes viii. and ix., and volumes xii. to xvi't. the name is Edward Cavu, Jim. Cave in his examination before the House of Lords on April 30, 1747, said :—'That he was concerned in the Gentleman's Miigasi/ic at first with
where K -tree!, retail the sentiments of others, and not their own ; in short, to converse without any originality of thinking. He was pleased to say, "You and I do not talk from books."' lioswell's Hebrides, Nov. 3, 1773.
